2026 Contributions & Charges
Information

Rationale

At Warnbro Community High School, voluntary contributions, compulsory charges,
and approved funding are vital in enriching our educational programs. These payments
help us provide a well-rounded curriculum in line with the Curriculum Framework and
Department of Education requirements.

Without adequate contributions, the school’s limited budget must stretch further to
cover resources such as:

e Information Technology devices

e Musicalinstruments

e Manual Arts equipment

e Consumable resources for Home Economics, Art, PE, and other learning areas

All families are encouraged to contribute to ensure that our students have access to
the tools and experiences that support a quality education.

Legal Position

The Department of Education (DoE) provides:
e Placement for all students in government schools
o Salaries for all staff
o Costs for utilities, repairs, and general maintenance

However, many of the learning resources students use daily are not covered by
government funding. These include consumables, textbooks, excursions, materials,
equipment, and more. It is considered reasonable and fair for families to meet these
additional costs.

We acknowledge that for some families, school fees can be difficult to manage. We
offer the following flexible payment options:

e Partpayments



e Deferred payments
e Periodical credit card payments

Please contact our Accounts Team on (08) 9528 9400 to arrange a payment plan.
Ignoring payment reminders is not helpful — proactive communication ensures we
can support you appropriately.

Collection of Contributions and Charges
Our school takes a positive and fair approach to collecting contributions:
Years 7-10
e Voluntary contributions encouraged
e Aims to supportresources used by all students
Years 7-12
e Charges are compulsory

e Atleast50% of subject charges for Years 11/12 must be paid before August
unless a payment plan has been arranged.

e Unpaid charges for Years 11/12 may be referred to a debt collection agency if
no contactis made in August/September.

The School Board fully supports these actions.
e A minimum of six statements sent home annually.

e Clear communication with families regarding unpaid charges.

How Contributions & Charges Are Used

Collected funds go directly into improving student learning experiences and providing
essential resources such as:

e Art materials, photography supplies, timber, and metals
e Ingredients for Home Economics

e Consumable tools and sporting equipment

e Transport and entry costs

e Textbooks and reference materials

e Equipment for specialist programs




Maximum Voluntary Contributions and Charges
Explained

Years 7to 10
e The maximum voluntary contribution a school can request is $235
e Additional compulsory charges may be applied for:
o High-cost electives (e.g. Manual Arts, Outdoor Education)
o Specialist programs
Years 11 and 12
e No government-set maximum
e Schools set their own compulsory charges
e Paymentisrequired to participate in chosen courses

All Charges and Voluntary Contributions have been approved by the School Board.

Who Should Pay?

Since all students benefit from the shared pool of funds, itis only fair that all parents
contribute.

Families selecting higher-cost subjects must be prepared to meet the associated
charges.

Itis unfair to expect paying families to subsidise others. The school adopts a
responsible and even-handed approach, encouraging all parents to meet their
financial commitments.

We acknowledge that for some families, school charges can be difficult to manage. We
offer the following flexible payment options:

e Partpayments
e Deferred payments
e Periodical credit card payments

Please contact our Accounts Team on (08) 9528 9400 to arrange a payment plan or
discuss alternatives arrangements. Ignoring payment reminders is not helpful —
proactive communication ensures we can support you appropriately.

Specialist Programs-Years 7to 10

Warnbro CHS offers Approved Specialist Programs, which are additional to the
standard curriculum and require extra payment:

1. Creative Arts Specialist Program (CASP)



2. Adventure Recreation (Ad Rec)

These incur additional charges above the $235 voluntary contribution and must be
paid before the start of the school year.

Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS)

The WA Department of Education offers financial support to eligible families.
« Eligibility:
e Centrelink Family Health Care Card
e Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card
e Veterans' Affairs Pensioner Concession Card (blue annual card only)
e Card must be valid for at least 4 weeks during Term 1 (2 Feb -2 Apr 2026)
o Student must be listed on the card

e Students bornin or before 2007 are ineligible

E8 What You Get:
1. $115 Clothing Allowance
o Paidto parent/guardian OR allocated to school charges/contributions.
2. $235Educational Program Allowance
o Paiddirectly to the school
o Appliedto charges first, then:
= Years 7-10: toward voluntary contributions
= Years 11-12: allocated as negotiated
= How to Apply:
e Anew applicationis required every year
e Bring:
o Current concession card
o Bank details
e Apply atSchool Admin Reception
e Deadline: Thursday 2 April 2026

Extra Costs & Optional Contributions

Some items and programs are optional and will appear on your Additional Costs Sheet
or Booklist. These costs vary depending on your child’s subjects and selections.



[y School Diary
e Standard Diary: $2.00

e Year7 &LEAP Students: $16.00

o

o

Used in English, HaSS, Maths & Science

Includes enrichment content (study skills, world maps, academic tools,
etc.)

(| Library Contribution

¢ Funds go towards:

o

o

o

o

Books for recreational and learning use
Smartrider Cards (issued to Year 7, 8 & new students)
Magazines, subscriptions, laptops, CDs, videos, audiovisual equipment

Replacement Smartrider Card: $5

%» Chaplaincy Contribution

Supports the school’s Chaplain who provides:

o Pastoral care for students and families

e Assistance in school programs (e.g. Breakfast Club)

e Links between school, local churches, and community

e Student support through camps, excursions, sports, and cultural events

Booklist & Personal Use Items

These are essential resources your child must bring to class.

Includes:

1. Essential items for daily lessons

o

Example-Pens, books, USB (32GB), calculators

2. Recommended items (not essential)

o

Example-PE shirt, Art smock, Homework workbooks

3. Optionalitems (not curriculum-based)

o

Example-Class photos, Year 12 leavers’ gear, Dinner Dance, etc.

4. Textbooks & specialist gear (especially for Year 11 & 12)

Most items are available via Campion, but you may use your preferred supplier.
Be sure to purchase only for the subjects your child is enrolled in.



Budgeting Tip:

Some items may need replacing during the year (e.g. pens or calculators).
USBs are used across multiple subjects, but usually one 32GB USB is sufficient unless
otherwise needed.

Most stationery can be purchased cheaply from Officeworks, Kmart, Big W,
Woolworths and Coles, including Scientific Calculator.

Optional Additional Costs Sheet

This outlines maximum possible costs for excursions, camps, specialist activities,
and subject-based events.

I. Please note:
e These are not guaranteed to occur but help you budget.

e Youwill only be charged for events/activities your child participates in.

Need Support?

If you're unsure about any costs or need to discuss payment arrangements, please
reach out:

© Warnbro Community High School Accounts Team
t. (08) 9528 9400
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